
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 13/09 ï August 20, 2009 
 

DIARY DATES  

20
th
 August Book Fair 

20
th
 August Cool, Calm Kids ï Bully Busters ï Level 1 Incursion 

28
th
 August Principals Morning Tea ï 9:00am Staffroom 

2
nd

 September Prep 2010 Transition Program ï 1
st
 session ï 9:30 ï 10:30am 

3
rd

 September Parent Forum ñHow I can help my child in Mathematicsò 

15
th
 & 16

th
 September Level 4 Musical 

18
th

 September End of Term 3 ï Dismissal at 2:30pm 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
The Year 3 and 4 students enjoyed their camp at 
Anglesea experiencing many new activities. All 
returned tired but having had a great time ï thank 
you to all staff and parents who assisted.  
 

A number of Year 5 and 6 students participated in 
Hooptime at Dandenong last week competing 
against other schools. Some of the teams made it 
through to the next round. During the last week the 
Year 6 Girlsô Netball Team and the Year 6 Boysô 
Football Team competed in the Regional finals. 
Unfortunately both teams lost their final. It was a 
fantastic effort to have made it to the regional 
finals after winning the zone finals. They were in 
the top 16 interschool teams in the state. Well 
done to both teams!  
 

Last week some of our students also participated 
in the Rugby Gala Day and enjoyed this sporting 
opportunity. The Level 1 students are looking 
forward to their óCool Calm Kidsô activity and 
learning session on Thursday. The Book Fair is 
starting this week with a special Family Night next 
Monday 24 August from 3:30 ï 6pm. We hope to 
see many parents and students at this event.  
 

WALK-A-THON 
Last Wednesday we were very fortunate with the 
weather ï the rain stopped so we were able to 
have the walk-a-thon in which all students 
participated. The Year Prep ï 2 students 
participated in a walk within the school ground, 
tabloid activities in the stadium and group activities 
outside on the synthetic grass area. The Year 3-6 
students participated in a walk around the school 
and the local streets.  

 

All students ended the afternoon with icy poles 
on the oval. It was great to see so many 
parents assisting on the afternoon taking 
activities, handing out icy poles and being 
marshals at various points around the school 
and on the walk. It was a wonderful community 
event. Thank you to the parents who assisted 
the P&F and a special thank you to Liz Phillips 
who planned many of the activities. The 
parents spent many hours planning, 
organising, counting money and sourcing 
prizes for the event. Thank you also to the 
students for all the money they raised and to 
the teachers for supporting the event. It was 
very successful and enjoyed by all. The money 
raised has paid for the installation of drinking 
taps near the oval this week as requested by 
the students. We are currently looking at other 
possible projects to which the remaining 
money can be contributed. 
 

MATHLETICS 
The students at Milgate will soon be using 
Mathletics which is a web based learning 
program that integrates home and school 
learning via the internet. Mathletics covers 
Prep ï Year 12 Australian Maths Curriculum 
and is currently used in over 1300 Australian 
schools. The benefits of Mathletics include: 
students are engaged and motivated to learn, 
Mathletics responds to each individual 
studentôs learning needs, and students can 
access it at both school and home. Each 
student has a user name and password for 
access to the learning program. Students will 
soon be given their passwords and parents will 
receive a letter giving further details of the 



program. The cost of this program is subsidised by 
the Federal Government and the school will be 
paying $4,700.   
 
STUDENT SUPPLIES and BOOK PACKS 
This year we will be introducing a new system for 
purchasing of student books and stationery for 
2010. Previously all student books and stationery 
have been purchased as a bulk order and 
distributed to students at the beginning of the year. 
To streamline the process, at the end of this year 
in December, parents will be asked to pay the 
student school fees and they will receive a book 
pack of all the studentôs books, pencils, stationery 
for 2010. These will be taken home, labelled, 
covered and then be brought to school by the 
students at the beginning of 2010. The student 
fees will also cover teaching and learning 
resources for the year such as: ICT, art supplies, 
etc. Further information will be sent out later in the 
year in regard to this. 
 
PARENT SURVEYS  
Each year the Department of Education sends out 
an anonymous Parent Survey to a random 
selection of families at each school. The data from 
this survey is then collated and returned to each 
school for feedback and future planning. The 
Parent Survey will be sent out on Monday 24th 
August to be returned by Friday 29th August. If you 
have been selected please complete the survey 
and return it to the school as we value your 
feedback.  The students in Years 5 and 6 and the 
staff also complete surveys each year and all of 
these are analysed and strategies pout in place 
each year to address the areas for improvement.  
 
SCHOOL REVIEW 
Yesterday we had a review day with the school 
reviewer, June Wright. June met with the Principal, 
Assistant Principal, Regional Network Leader, 
School Council President, various staff and a 
group of Year 5 and 6 students.  

We discussed the student achievement data 
and teaching and learning programs. June will 
return to the school on 9 September to present 
her Review Report to staff and school council 
including the recommendations for the future. 
These recommendations will then form part of 
the new four year school strategic plan setting 
the future directions for teaching and learning 
at Milgate. The strategic plan will be written 
during Term 4. 
 
STUDENT NEWS 
Two of our Milgate students, Ed P. (5OH) and 
Tim C. (4TK), sing in the National Boysô choir. 
In May they went on a secret assignment 
which is about to be released. They went to a 
variety of parts of Australia ï Western 
Australia, the Bungle Bungles, Queensland, 
Kununurra and Ayers Rock to be filmed in the 
new QANTAS advertisement. This will be 
released on Saturday night and will then be 
seen on television. The boys will also be 
singing with the choir on Saturday night at the 
opening of the Bleddisloe Cup in Sydney. Ed 
will be singing with a couple of other boys from 
the choir on the Channel 7 Today Show on 
Friday morning at 7:40am. So look for them 
when you see the QANTAS advertisement. 
This was a fantastic opportunity for both of 
these boys. 
 
On Friday Joy L. (5GP) will be leaving for 
Denmark to play in the U13 Australian 
Badminton team. They will be competing 
against the Denmark team. Joy was one of 9 
girls out of 120 selected from the Jump Smash 
group. Congratulations Joy, and all the best for 
your trip. 
 

Debbie Mierisch 
Principal    

                                                                                  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
JSC REPORT 
On Wednesday 12th August Milgate Primary 
School held a Walk-a-thon. The children had 
been collecting money, which would go towards 
buying the drink taps near the bottom oval. The 
day was a huge success, every year level 
participated. At the end of the walk each child 
was given an icy-pole which made it all the more 
enjoyable!! Without all the dedicated staff and 
parents this day would not have taken place. 
In total we raised approximately $8,000.00. 
 
By Madeline H. and Jessica P. 
Our JSC Leaders 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



FROM THE OFFICE 
JSC & SCHOOL LEADERS PHOTOS 
The JSC and School Leaders photos are now 
available to order. If you would like to view the 
photos and pick up an order envelope, please 
pass by the office. Orders are due back by 
Thursday 3rd September. 
 
OSHC 
Another reminder that the Outside of School 
Hours Care now commences at 7:00am. 
 
Bobbie Wilson  
Office Assistant 
 
PE/OUTDOOR  
SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS: Congratulations to 
Brendan L (Yr 4) & Edwin L (Yr 5) who played in 
the 1st Round of the VPSSA Golf Championships 
at Kew Golf Club and both students placed equal 
3rd and now proceed to the 2nd Round at 
Eastwood Golf Club. We wish them luck in the 
next round. 
 
Congratulations to Emma-Lee C (Yr 6) who is 
currently ranked 5th in Australia in trampolining. 
Emma-Lee just missed out on going to Russia to 
represent Australia, but well done on your 
outstanding performance, we are extremely 
proud of you. 
 
EASTERN YARRA ZONE FINALS RESULTS: 

Congratulations to the Green Netball A Team 
who are the Eastern Yarra Zone Champions and 
played in the Edebone Regional Final on 
Thursday 13th August against Apollo Parkways 
PS, but unfortunately the girls lost by 4 points. 
This is a truly outstanding effort and this is a first 
for Milgate to have a Netball Team get into the 
last 16 in the state, well done girls you should be 
proud of all your efforts. 
 
Congratulations to the Green Football Team who 
are the Eastern Yarra Zone Champions and 

played in the Edebone Regional Final on Monday 
17th August against Glen Katherine PS, but 
unfortunately the boys lost by 18 points. This is a 
truly outstanding effort and this is a first for 
Milgate to have a Football Team get into the last 
16 in the state, well done boys you should be 
proud of all your efforts. 

 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION: Planning is beginning 
to start for the Yr 1 Sleepover which is being held 
at Milgate PS in the stadium on Friday 23rd and 
Saturday 24th October 2009. I will be in touch 
with Parent Helpers in the next week or so. The 
information regarding the Yr 1 Sleepover will 
come home on Monday 5th October, which is the 
1st day of Term 4. 
 
If you wish to know more about how you could 
help out with any aspect of the PE/Outdoor 
Learning Program, please contact James Will at 
school. 
 
James Will 
PE/Outdoor Learning Coordinator. 
 
LOTE 
Last week the Year 2 students took home a small 
booklet that they made in class. This booklet 
contains some of the new words and sentences 
we have learned in recent LOTE lessons.  I have 
encouraged students to use it to practise their 
reading at home.   
 
The Level 4 students have been introduced to 
the Chinese Word Program.  Students have 
learned how to activate the Chinese Word 
Processing in Microsoft Word.  Some students 
have experienced for the first time using 
computers to type up their writing in Mandarin.  
They were very excited about that.  The following 
piece of work is from Natasha V. 6GA.  She 
wrote about the house she designed.  
 
LOTE Teacher 
Wan-Ping Nixon 
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MUSIC 
LEVEL 4 MUSICAL 
Dates & Tickets 
The Level 4 Musical is fast approaching on 
Tuesday 15th & Wednesday 16th of September 
(Week 10, Term 3). There will be four grades 
performing each night. Grades 6AH, 6JC, 5OH & 
5TW will be on Tuesday night. Grades 6GA, 6TS, 
5GP & 5SB will be on Wednesday night. Please 
ensure you keep the afternoon or evening when 
your child is performing free and get friends and 
family to keep this date free also.  
 

There will be an afternoon performance on both 
days, which will have cheaper unlimited tickets 
for purchase. A notice will go home soon with 
further information. 
 

Costumes 
Students have been asked to supply some of 
their own costume, if possible. All students are 
aware of their character and should have some 
ideas of what they need to wear. More 
information regarding this will also be in the 
notice coming out soon.  
 

Linda Duke  
Performing Arts 
 

LIBRARY 
Book Fair Family Night Monday 24th August 
Books, books, books! 
Open from 3.30-6pm 
One entry into the lucky ticket draw with each 
purchase 
Kraft room is open ï come and make snowflakes 
Food available ï try our yummy sausages! 
Also tea, coffee and biscuits 
Items on sale from $1 
Remember weôre open for book sales only on 
Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm 
So come along and have a great time at the 
Family Night, and support our school library! 
 
If you want to help out on the night, it is not too 
late! Fill out the form in WHAM and return it to 
the school. Any questions? Please ring or see 
me in the library.  
Thank you 
 
Karen Jensen 
Library Technician 
 

Level 2 
10 minute writing on cupcake making. 

On Monday we 
made cupcakes.  
We had to read the 
ingredients and 
make cup cakes.  
Then we cooked 
the cup cakes. 
After recess we put 
lollies on our 

cakes. I made the eye ball cupcake.  I used red 
icing and m and môs and white icing.  It looked 
yum. I think my cupcake is yummy. 
Darren 2SL 
 
Today 2SL and 2KW 
made cupcakes. I made 
an eyeball. I have icing 
on my eye ball and m 
and môs.  I had lots of fun 
making my cupcake. 
Tobias 2SL 
 
First Ms Lloyd told us we were going to make 
cupcakes.  Then Ms Lloyd put us into groups. 
Next Tobias cracked the egg and James cracked 
the egg as well.  I got to pour the cake mix into 
the mixing bowl and Emily put the butter in.  
Everybody had a turn at putting the cake mix in 
the patty- pans.  Later we went to the staff room 
to bake them, and Mr Warden took us out to play 
some sports games.  After the baking we put on 
the icing and I made a blue mouse. First I spread 



the icing then I put on 
the white milk chocolate 
for ears, food gel and m 
and môs for eyes. 
 
I really liked my cupcake 
because it looks very 
nice and tasty. 
Isabella 2SL 
 
 

Level 4 
Students have been trying out their best acting 
and singing voices for the level 4 musical ñWho 
Dunnit.ò  Some of the characters include Elvis, 
The Butler, Miss Crimson, Billy Ray and the 
Inspector. Pencil these important Musical concert 
dates in your diary now ï 15th and 16th 
September.  
 
The level 4 students are exploring chemical 
change through their science experiments. One 
of the most popular experiments has been the 
exploding volcano. Another popular experiment 
was the invisible ink. The presentations will 
include power-point presentations, posters, 
models and miniature active volcanoes. Some of 
the students responses to the experiments were:  
ñI enjoyed making honeycomb.  When you put 
bicarbonate soda in the cold sugar solution it 
doesnôt react and when it hits the hot solution it 
works and it was really, really sticky and it tastes 
so nice.ò (Marcus) 
ñMy favourite thing about chemistry this term is 
making honeycomb, scones and oobleck (slime).  
I enjoyed this because it was really fun.  I learnt 
about physical and chemical changes.  I had fun. 
ñ (Lauren) 
A number of students represented the school at 
the District Athletics Day, Regional Football, 
Regional Netball, Hooptime and a Rugby Gala 
Day. 

 

 
 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
WALK-A-THON 
WOW!!  What an amazing result with our first 
Walk-a-thon in years .... Milgate, you raised an 
unbelievable total profit of approx. $8,000.00.  
Water taps on the oval, here we come.   

 
We'd like to thank all the helpers who really 
made such a difference on the day, your help 
meant the event was exceptionally well 
supervised and super organised too.  Our thanks 
also to the staff at Milgate for their constant 
support, the children really enjoyed the event 
especially having their teachers involved in the 
activities with them!  But our biggest thanks really 
must go to the children (and their family and 
friends) for their immense support.  We've all 
been blown away by the end result .... how 
fantastic was it to see the children enjoying an 
active event?!?! 

 
 Congratulations to our year level prize pack 
winners, they went to: 
Prep - 0PK 
Year 1 - 1KG 
Year 2 ï 2KW 
Year 3 ï 3JG 
Year 4 ï 4KB 
Year 5 ï 5SB 
Year 6 ï 6AH 
  



The SURPRISE PARTY was won by 1KG who 
raised $1,021.00 - a brilliant achievement.  You'll 
be enjoying your reward very soon. 
  
Our congratulations also to Olivia P (4??) who 
has won the MP3 player and speakers for being 
our highest individual fundraiser.  Olivia raised 
$234.00 ... and showed great commitment 
towards her role in the JSC and their goal of 
installing drinking taps near the oval.  Well 
deserved and congratulations Olivia. 
 
Walk-a-thon prizes will be distributed to 
classrooms in around 3-4 weeks.  We will also be 
holding the final raffle of 2 x Billabong Watches at 
assembly around this time (every 
student/family that raised over $30 is 
automatically entered into the draw).  Good luck 
everyone! 
  
FATHER'S DAY STALL 
Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th September 
Father's Day is on Sunday 6th September and 
that means it's time for Milgate's annual Father's 
Day stall.  Flyers were sent home earlier this 
week with all the details - gifts are again $5 each, 
students can only purchase one gift on Thursday 
(this is to make it fair for everyone) but on Friday 
the number is unlimited. 
  
HELPERS NEEDED for wrapping of gifts on 
Thursday 27th August from 9am - 12noon.  If you 
can spare some time we'd really appreciate your 
help, bring a friend or group along and have a 
chat while you wrap!  Please send in your helper 
form by this Friday if you can spare a little of your 

time. 
  
FERNWOOD 21-DAY TRIAL 
Get Fit through Winter 
If you're still interested in this 21-day trial for $20 
please get your forms in quick as this offer is only 
for a limited time.  Forms are available from the 
office.  Offer closes 28th August. 
  
MOVIE NIGHT in Term 4  
Thursday 22nd October 
Put this date in your diary now so you won't miss 
out.  We're off to see 'Julie & Julia' at Palace 
Cinemas in Balwyn.  We'll be sending home a 
flyer in the first week of Term 4 for you to 
purchase tickets.  This will be a fun social night 
and we hope you can join us! 
 
ADVERTISING IN P&F NEWSLETTER 

Do you have a business you'd like to promote 
to the Milgate community? 

We're offering a limited number of spaces to 
advertise your business to the school 
community.  Ad sizes are 1/6 of an A4 page at 
just $50 for Term 4.  This newsletter is distributed 
to over 420 Milgate families.  Interested?  Please 
contact Kristy on 9841 9693 or 
khourmouzis@optusnet.com.au. 
  
NEXT P&F MEETING 
Our next meeting is tomorrow, Friday 21st 
August, at 1:50pm in the Community Room.  
Anyone is welcome to attend, please just sign-in 
at the office first. 
  
PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

mailto:khourmouzis@optusnet.com.au


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Times Book Sales Food Craft Room 

3.15-4.00       

4.00-4.45       

4.45-5.30       

5.30-6.15       

Dear Parents 
  
We are busy organising our ñBook Safariò book fair which will begin on 
Monday 24th August with a Family Night. In order for this night to be a  
success, we need lots of helpers! 
  
We are asking for your assistance on the Family Night between 3.30 
to 6pm. There is a variety of tasks that you can help us with, and we 
only ask for 45minutes of your time. 
  
If you can help, please fill out the form below and return it to the 
school. 
  
Thank you,  
Karen Jensen 
(if you have any questions, please come and see me in the library) 
  
Name: _____________________________ 
  
Contact number:_________________________ 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Please see our Community Noticeboard (located outside the Art room) for any interesting community events.  
The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not endorse the products or services of any private 
advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training (DET) or Milgate 
Primary School Council for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
 

 
MILGATE COMMUNITY BASKETBALL ï PLAYERS WANTED 
U11 Boys Team Milgate Power requires some new players for the current season. The team trains 
at Milgate on Wednesday afternoons and plays on Saturday afternoons at the Donvale Indoor 
Sports Complex.  Boys who had not turned 11 by 1 May 2009 are eligible to play in this age group.   
Our Open Girls Team Milgate Stars would also be interested in hearing from any Grade 5 or 6 girls 
who would like to join their team.   The girls train Wednesday afternoons at Milgate and play on 
Saturday mornings.   
If you are interested in joining either of these teams or would like further information, please 
contact either Julie Martyn on 9842 1312 or Deb Caldwell on 9841 0984. 
 

MOOROOLBARK EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTRE invites you to an evening with 
SUE DENGATE  -  Fed Up with Childrenôs Behaviour. Former teacher and psychology graduate, 
twice nominated as Australian of the Year, Sue Dengate became interested in food intolerance 
after recognising the effect of foods on her own children. In the past 18 years, Sue has spoken to 
tens of thousands of parents in Australia, the USA and the UK. Further information on Sue's work 
can be found at www.fedup.com.au.  
Author of the best selling Fed Up series, Sue constantly hears from parents:  
óWow!!! Hearing Sue speak was probably the most enlightening experience I have had this 
year, if not this decadeô, 'you touched our lives in an incredible wayô, óyou gave us the chance 
to see what a beautiful little boy we have been blessed withô, and ôwe would still be living with 
an unhappy, difficult childô.  
This talk includes é 

¶ Tantrums, arguments, oppositional, defiant behaviour 

¶ Bedwetting, sneaky poos, sticky poos 

¶ Asthma, itchy skin rashes, migraine 

¶ Difficulty falling asleep, frequent night waking 

¶ Depression, unexplained tiredness, difficulty concentrating  

¶ Hidden and new food additives, whatôs wrong with fruit. 
 

Tuesday September 1st 7.00pm 
Ringwood Secondary College Auditorium, 

Bedford Rd., Ringwood $10 per person/$15 per couple 

 

                       
Sueôs Fed Up, Failsafe Cookbook and DVD Fed Up with Childrenôs Behaviour will be available at a 
discounted price, cash or cheque only. 
For more information contact Chris at chris@brainconnections.com.au, or 0431 583367 or Kerri on 
9727 2887.  Tickets may be purchased by direct deposit: Maroondah Credit Union Acct. Name: 
Fed-Up Talk BSB: 803-012 Acct. No. 412208 after contacting Chris or Kerri with address details for 
mailing tickets. We apologise that the evening will not cater for children. 

 

http://www.fedup.com.au/
mailto:chris@brainconnections.com.au

