
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 15/09 – September 17, 2009 

DIARY DATES  

18th September End of Term 3 ï Dismissal at 2:30pm 

5
th

 October Start of Term 4 

7
th
 October Eastern Yarra Zone Aths 

8
th
 & 9

th
 October Year 2 Camp 

14
th
 October Edebone Regional Aths 

Prep Transition 9:30 – 10:30am 

16
th
 & 17

th
 October Year 1 Sleepover 

19
th
 October Level 3 Excursion to Scienceworks 

21
st
 October “Walktober” – Whole school event 

School Council – 7:00pm 

3
rd

 November Melbourne Cup ï Public Holiday 

4
th
 November Prep Transition 9:30 – 10:30am 

12
th
 November Graduation Photo taken today 

18
th
 November Finance Meeting – 6:30pm 

Facilities Meeting – 7:00pm 

C & P Meeting – 7:30pm 

19
th
 November Level 2 Incursion: Wild Action 

25
th
 November Prep Transition 9:30 – 10:30 

School Council 7:00pm 

26
th
 November Whole School Dance 9:15 – 10:35 

27
th
 November RE Christmas Celebration: Our Lady of the Pines PS 

3
rd

 December Grade 6 Dance 

7
th
 December Prep 2010 Information Night 

10
th
 December Christmas Carols 7:00pm 

14
th
 December Reports go home 

15
th
 December Year 6 Graduation 

16
th
 December Grade 5 Excursion 

17
th
 December Grade 6 Excursion; Grade 2 Excursion 

18th December Assembly 12:30pm    DISMISSAL 1:00pm 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
We have come to the end of another very busy but 
successful term at Milgate Primary School. There 
have been many varied learning opportunities for 
students as well as excursions, sporting activities,  
camps and swimming. During the last two weeks 
students have participated in the District Athletics 
and a number of students have been successful in 
winning places to compete in the zone athletics 
competition.  Well done to those students.  
 

 
The Year 5 / 6 musical „Who Dunnit?‟ has been 
very successful with many parents and friends 
attending to see our talented students perform.  
The students have enjoyed the experience and 
what a great opportunity to perform! Thank you 
to Linda Duke who has produced the musical 
and to all Level 4 teachers – Gail Ashworth, 
Troy Stafford, Jenny Clark, Anna Hallett, Sarah 
Brown, Graham Pamount, Trina Williamson, 
Erin O‟Mara, Ian Holowko for all their work and 
preparation of the students to perform.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all other staff and parents who have 
assisted with costumes, props, tickets, programs, 
etc. It has been a great team effort.  

 

The year 3 and 4 students have been participating 
in Bike education this week learning about safety 
and developing their riding techniques in 
preparation for their bike ride on Thursday on local 
area bike 
paths. Thank 
you to the 
teachers in 
Level 3 and a 
special thank 
you to Kim 
Brabham for 
organising this 
learning 
program.  

 
Last week the teachers in each level were 
released for a day and worked as teams to plan 
the learning program for Term 4. This happens at 
the end of each term.  
 
NAPLAN results 
All Year 3 and 5 students across Australia 
participate in the National Literacy and Numeracy 
tests (NAPLAN) each year. Each student receives 
an individual report of their results from the tests. 
These NAPLAN results will be sent home to 

parents this week and if parents have any 
questions in regard to these please contact 
your child‟s teacher.  
 
School Review  
Last Wednesday, June Wright, the school 
reviewer, visited the school and delivered her 
review report to both the staff and the school 
council. The recommendations from this will 
form part of the school Strategic Plan that sets 
the direction for Student Learning, Student 
Engagement and Wellbeing and Student 
Pathways and Transitions for the next four 
years. This will be written in Term 4 and when 
completed will be available to parents.  
 
 
New buildings 
The new building, with four learning spaces, 
that we will have built as part of the Federal 
Government „Schools of the 21st Century‟ 
funding, should be started before the end of 
the year. It is currently waiting for the final 
approval from DEECD.  
 
Assembly change of time to 3pm 
As from the beginning of Term 4 the whole 
school assembly will be held each Monday at 
3pm not 2:45pm.  
 
Updated contact details for students 
Just a reminder to parents to keep the school 
office informed of change in contact details for 
students. If address or parent home or work 
contact details change please let the school 
office know. It is important that we have up to 
date details for contacting parents particularly if 
students are sick or injured. Thank you for your 
assistance with this. 
 
DEECD Scholarships  
Scholarships are available to students that the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development advertises but does not 
administer. All scholarships can now be viewed 
on the scholarships website at 
www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/scholarships and 
online scholarship applications will be 
accepted commencing in late November 2009. 
 
Victorian Student Number (VSN) 
The VSN is a student identification number that 
will be assigned by DEECD to all students in 
government and non-government schools. The 
number which is unique to each student will be 
used as a key identifier on a student‟s school 
records and will remain with a student 
throughout their education. This will provide 

http://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/scholarships


the capability to track students as they move from 
school to school. Access to the VSN system is 
strictly limited and will be maintained in a fully 
secure environment. Further information is 
available at  
www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governan
ce/vsn/parents.htm  
Thank you to the staff who work as a team to 
provide the best teaching and learning program for 
your children in a caring environment which caters 
for students‟ individual needs. Thank you also to 
the parents with whom we work in partnership for 

the education of your children. Many parents 

assist the school in numerous ways and we 
appreciate your time and valuable help which 
enhances the school and the students‟ 
learning. I wish you all a very relaxing and 
enjoyable holiday. 
 

Debbie Mierisch 
Principal    

    
 
                                                                               

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 
PE/OUTDOOR  
Sporting Highlights: I would like to congratulate  
Brendan L (Yr 4) who placed 29th & Edwin L (Yr 
6) who placed 51st at the VPSSA State Golf 
Championships last week. This was an 
outstanding effort considering there were over 
100 students playing in this State Round. 
 
I would like  congratulate a number of Milgate 
students who played in Victorian Junior 
Basketball League Championships held at MSAC 
on Friday 11th September. Well done to Marcus 
G (Yr 5) whose team ended up Runners Up in 
the U12 Boys Competition and to Emma R (Yr 6), 
Molly Mc (Yr 5), Keli R (Yr 5) & Romy C (Yr 5) 
whose team ended up at the Victorian 
Champions in the U12 Girls Competition. 
 
I would like to congratulate Joy L (Yr 5) who 
spent the past two and a half weeks playing 
Badminton in Europe with the Victorian Jump 
Smash Team. Joy did extremely well and in a 
Danish National Competition in the U13‟s Joy 
reached the quarter finals in singles and doubles. 
Joy is still currently ranked number 1. 
 
I would like to congratulate all the students who 
represented Milgate at the Templestowe District 
Athletics at George St aths track last Thursday, 
they were all a great credit to Milgate and well 
done in particular to the following students who 
will now proceed to the Eastern Yarra Zone 
Athletics Competition on Wednesday 7th October. 
Sarah W (Yr 4), Emma R (Yr 6), Jessica O‟K (Yr 
6), Romy C (Yr 5), Emma-Lee C (Yr 6), Arella G 
(Yr 6), Kayla R (Yr 6), Allanah H-S (Yr 6), Kirsten 
O (Yr 6), Taryn G (Yr 6), Stephanie G (Yr 6), 
Gerrie H (Yr 5), Lucas G (Yr 4), Ben O‟S (Yr 4), 
Charlie T (Yr 4), Mitchell S (Yr 4), Marcus G (Yr 
5), Carl G (Yr 5), Edward P (Yr 5), Alex C (Yr 6) 
& James L (Yr 6) 
 
For Your Information: Camp Australia are 
running Sports Camps in the September holidays 

from 21st September – 2nd October, in the 
following sports:  
¶    AFL: Exciting excursion to the AFL Grand 

Final parade including fun games and 
activities! 

 

¶    Cricket: The perfect way to start your pre-
season training, featuring guest appearances 
by Victorian Bushrangers players 

¶    Soccer: Legendary Head Coach Bobby 
McLachlan is ready to find his next soccer 
stars 

¶    Basketball: Introducing three time NBL 
Championship Winner and new basketball 
Head Coach Matt Shanahan 

¶    Multi Sports: Netball, Archery, Softball, 
Fencing, Circus Skills, Soccer, Touch Footy, 
European Handball & Team Building Games 

 
GO FOR YOUR LIFE: We have submitted our 
ñGo For Your Life Applicationò to be 
accredited as a Go For Your Life School. This is 
a terrific achievement for Milgate and I look 
forward to continued support with all our Go For 
Your Life initiatives. (Free Fruit, Riding to school, 
Walk to school days, etc) 
 
Many thanks for all the continued parental 
support in all areas of the PE/Outdoor Learning 
Program during Term 3. Without your help many 
of our programs wouldn‟t be able to run. I am 
looking forward to an action packed Term 4 and 
continued success on the sporting field. 
 
If you wish to know more about how you could 
help out with any aspect of the PE/Outdoor 
Learning Program, please contact me at school. 
 
James Will 
PE/Outdoor Learning Coordinator 
 
On Saturday, 12th 
September, Domenic 
C. (PJP) and John T. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/parents.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/parents.htm


(6GA) competed in the Victorian State Fencing 
Finals (Primary School – beginners). The two 
boys came third. Congratulations and well done! 
Thanks to Rob, the fencing coach from Milgate 
Primary School OHSC program, who trained the 
boys and assisted at the competition. 
LOTE 

This term the Year 1 
students have been 
learning about the 
topic “Body parts”. 
They have 
participated in varied 
activities in their 
LOTE lessons to 
practise and 

consolidate the 
vocabulary and 
sentences they have 
learned during the term.  
Students recently took 
home a small booklet 
that I have encouraged 
them to use for reading 
at home.  They have 
done a fantastic job of 
making those books and their reading is very 
clear and accurate in pronunciation.  The pictures 
show a sample of the books they made and 
some of them reading it in class.  
 
LOTE Teacher 
Wan-Ping Nixon 

 
Visual Arts 
Here is a brief overview of what Levels have 
been doing in Art this Term: 
*Level 4: Students enjoyed 
designing and modelling 
scientist characters out of clay 
for their integrated unit “Chain 
reaction.”  Some are realistic, 
some are cartoon –like 
characters and caricatures and some are just 
eccentric!! You can view some fantastic 
examples of these in the office/art room foyer. 
Some students have also assisted with prop 
making for the musical. 
*Level 3: Students have worked hard on their 
portfolio pieces, which involved them using 
perspective, creative lettering, colour, line and 
shape. The results are very impressive!  

*Level 2: Students modelled 
old and modern electronic 
items (telephones and 
computers/typewriters) out of 
clay as part of their integrated 
unit “Where does it come 

from?”  Students enjoyed learning new clay skills 
and applied these effectively to create  and 
represent the item they were making. They have 
done a great job. 
*Level 1: Preps have enjoyed constructing; 
modelling and decorating models of people who 
keep us safe in the community as part of their 
integrated unit “Keep cool, safe and calm.” 
Students chose out of the following occupations: 
lifeguard, fire-fighter, lollipop/crossing person and 
a police officer. They then produced their person 
using rolled newspaper, tape and Modroc 
(plaster). Afterwards students decorated them 
with paint, plasticine and craft materials. Preps 
have put in an extraordinary effort – Well done 
Preps!! 
 
Bookweek: ñBook Safariò activities 
In the last few weeks, Students in Levels 4, 3 and 
2 have enjoyed making artworks based on books 
that were shortlisted for awards in Bookweek. 
Here is a breakdown of the activities they 
participated in: 
Level 4‟s made African necklaces/headpieces for 
the comic – style book “Captain congo and the 
crocodile king.” 
Level 3‟s made fluffy “pufflings” (or puffin birds) 
using merino wool and craft materials for the 
book “Puffling.” 
Level 2‟s have practised printmaking techniques 
using foam and paint. They have produced prints 
of a bird in its environment using a „reduction 
method‟ of using colour, line and detail in 
printmaking. This was for the book “How to Heal 
a Broken Wing”, a wonderful, beautifully 
illustrated story that won an award for the best 
children‟s picture book. 
 
Dimie Dertilis 
Art Teacher 

     
Level 2 
Congratulations to all the Level 2 students who 
participated in our speech competition last 
Monday. 
The following students from Year 1, Monique H., 
Olivia K., Sam H., Georgia R., Claudia M., 
Timothy C. and from Year 2; Brooke T., Isabella 
T., Jeremy O., Tanya C., Renton W., Alana M. 
performed magnificently in front of all the Level 2 
students, giving us a detailed account of their 



favourite holiday.  
 

An extra well done to Jeremy O. from Year 2 and 
Claudia M. from Year 1 who will be representing 
Level 2 at the Manningham or Regional 
Competition later in the year.  
 
RUBBISH! RUBBISH! RUBBISH! 
In Level 2 we‟ve been talking rubbish! We know 
that litter is bad because 
“It makes pollution in creeks and rivers.”  
(Briana 2WH) 
“It‟s bad for the environment because it makes it 
very messy.” (Lily 2WH) 
“It hurts fish and animals in the water by getting 
caught on them.” (Kyah 2WH) 
“The smell of rubbish pollutes the air.”  
(Thomas 2WH) 
“Ants, flies, rats and mice come if there‟s rubbish 
around.” (Harrison and Jay 2WH) 
We can help solve the litter problem by 
“Not dropping your rubbish. Put it in the bin.” 
(Annaliese 2WH) 
“Bring containers instead of paper and plastic 
wrap.” (Garry 2WH) 
“Put your apple cores and banana peels in the 
compost.” (Tanya 2WH) 
 

BUT WEõVE GOT A MUCH BETTER IDEA! 

HAVE A LOOK AT THESE FANT ASTIC 

INVENTIONS TO GET RID OF RUBBISH.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JSC News 
Thank you to everyone who has supported our 
fundraising efforts for Very Special Kids. Our 
Junior and Middle School JSC representatives 
have done a wonderful job over the past three 
weeks selling the VSK merchandise and running 
the Jelly Bean Competition. The winner of the 
Jelly Beans will be announced at the JSC 
meeting on Thursday. Don‟t forget Friday is a 
FREE DRESS day in support of VSK and a gold 
coin donation would be appreciated. We hope 
everyone has a safe and enjoyable holiday. 
 
Junior School Council 
 
 
 
  

Mine has feet like 
jet skis and it walks 
around. It has a 
vacuum cleaner 
under the feet. 

Mine has a remote 
control and sucks up 
the rubbish for you. 

The antenna on 
mine sends the 
message to the 
robot and it 
sucks up all the 
rubbish on the 
ground. 



  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Please see our Community Noticeboard (located outside the Art room) for any interesting community events.  
The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not endorse the products or services of any private 
advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education and Training (DET) or Milgate 
Primary School Council for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
 

                        
Parents if you want it, we‟ll deliver it!! Expression of interested needed to open a NEW meeting in 
East Doncaster close to the Pines Shopping Centre.  For more information and to register your 
interest please contact Steven Lemmens 0429 465 247 or email him on  

slemmens@weightwatchers.com.au.  
Look forward to seeing you all at our NEW meeting in East Doncaster. 

 
GUM NUT GULLY PRE-SCHOOL Celebrating our 21st birthday in 2009! 
Come join us on Saturday 17th Oct from 10am - 2pm for a fantastic FAMILY DAY! 
Includes a butterfly enclosure, face painting, jumping castle, farm animals, balloon 
sculptures, sporting activities, police and ambulance vehicle displays, kinder art exhibition, 
sausage sizzle, and much MUCH more. Larnoo Drive, Doncaster East Vic 3109 

 

 
Coming up Term 4, 2009 

    KNIGHTS AND CASTLES 
 

                Milgate Primary School 

 
The unit in Term 4,2009 is "Knights & Castles; Lords and Ladies" .  The program will include heraldry, the 

significance of colours and symbols, your family coat of arms, knights and chivalry, the Battle of Hastings (Bayeux 

Tapestry), the castle and warfare, Troubadours and Jesters, prowess and bravery, the Lord, Lady and children of the 

manor, Latin and French, pilgrims and monks.  In Week 5 you will be invited to a presentation by the students with 

clothes of the period and food of that time. 

WiseOnes Application for 4th Term, 2009. 
This program is available for all children Grade 1-6 who have qualified for WiseOnes. 

The children will have 2 x 50 minute lessons each week on the following dates:  Monday, 12
th
 Oct, 19

th
 Oct, 26

th
 Oct, 

9
th
 Nov and 16

th
 Nov. 

Parents, grandparents and friends are invited to attend the last 50 minutes of the program and join in with the children. 

"ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

I wish to enrol my child in the unit "Knights and Castles" starting Monday, 12th October, 2009. 

 

Child's Name ______________________________________   School: ___________________________________ 

Date of Birth ________________________ Class (2009) ________  

Parents' Names ________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:      BH ____________     AH ____________    Mobile _____________   Email:  _______________________ 

My child has already qualified for WiseOnes       YES NO   

I would like a free test for my child to qualify for WiseOnes     YES NO  

I would like my child to be tested with a fuller assessment to  

qualify for WiseOnes (assessment cost $107 inc GST).              YES      NO 

I give permission for a copy of this slip to be handed to the WiseOnes Teacher. 

Please send this slip and payment of $201.00 on Monday, 5
th

 October 2009.   As we are a non-credit business, 

children will not be accepted into the program for the term unless the fees and enrolment form are returned by the 

above date. 

If paying by cheque please make it payable to Milgate Primary School.  

For further information  please contact Pat Truscott on 9326 6441; Mobile: 0407 313 657 or Fax 9877 6224. 

 

 

mailto:slemmens@weightwatchers.com.au


MILGATE ACHIEVERS                                          Week Ending 4th September 2009 

PJP Emily D. For always working conscientiously and being kind to people. 

PLM Sara P. For being a responsible class leader. 

PPK Charlotte M. For her excellent journal writing and being friendly with everyone. 

PPM Thomas J. For fantastic story writing. 

1CH Joshua C. For his excellent efforts and fantastic results in his spelling test. 

1KG Kyle H. For his excellent journal writing about his frisbee and his footy! 

1LS Ryan T. Great work and behaviour this week Ryan. Well done. 

2KW Jack X. For settling into Milgate so well and making new friends so quickly 

2SL Chris S. 
For being very committed to his learning and completing all set work in the set 
amount of time. 

2WH Harrison T. For the excellent maths he did with Mr Ymer. 

34H Kaylee F. For remembering to bring important things to the classroom for her learning. 

3DM Steven D. For displaying resilience and for being a thoughtful listener. 

3JG Michael O. For producing an excellent standard of work in all subject areas. 

3MN Sarannie T. For writing a fantastic story for our sick friend Jordan. 

4CJ Danielle T. For always trying her best. Well Done J 

4KB Taegen C. For being friendly and including others in games in the yard 

4TK Christian P.       For his excellent VIP presentations this week. 

5OH Matt H. 
For making a big effort to improve his behaviour and be more focused in 
class. Keep on improving Matt. 

5GP Vivien W. For writing an excellent homework debate and great manners. 

5SB Lauren K. For her fantastic science DVD. Amazing! 

5TW Talia M. For deep thinking in her readers workshop journal. 

6AH Virginia Wei C. 
For her thorough preparation and presentation of a very informative science 
experiment which demonstrated how she extracted DNA from Kiwi fruit. 

6GA Joo-Lienne L. For her diligent approach to all tasks. 

6JC Jenny G. For continuing to work well in class. 

6TS Steven T. For always working really hard to get his work done to the best of his ability. 

LOTE Megan L.   (5OH) For being such a diligent student in all areas of LOTE learning. 

MUSIC Adam R.    (4CJ) For finishing his music portfolio piece quickly, neatly and accurately. 

ART Cameron S. (5OH) 
For always putting an excellent effort into his artwork, and for his fantastic 
cleaning up in Art! 

PE Laura S.     (4TK) For her outstanding Newcombe Ball skills. 

 

 



MILGATE ACHIEVERS                                          Week Ending 11th September 2009 

PJP Joshua T. For being a very responsible class member. 

PLM Kelly M 
For her fantastic public speaking speech and for being chosen by her peers as 
the Prep LM winner. 

PPK 
Olivia T. 
Emma M. 

For great improvement with her writing. 
For her Public Speaking Speech. 

PPM Madison F. For always persevering and trying her best. 

1CH Matt K. 
For putting so much effort into his wonderfully creative story „The Princess and 
Josh R Get Married‟. 

1KG Elle B. For being a respectful, resilient and caring classmate and friend. 

1LS Juliette C & Hayley H 
For presenting great speeches to 1LS and for graciously congratulating Olivia 
& Monique when they were chosen as class our representatives for the Level 
2 final. 

2KW Riley S. For improvement in his public speaking efforts. 

2SL Emily S. For her fabulous speech she presented to 2SL. 

2WH Jeremy O. For the entertaining speech he gave about Mt. Hotham. 

34H Kevin For his excellent efforts with Bike Ed 

3DM Liam D. For being a considerate listener during class speeches. 

3JG Jessica F For being a very caring and considerate member of our class 

3MN Anthony L, Joshua S It was too hard to choose so both deserve this for their public speaking! 

4CJ Lucas G. For the excellent effort he put into his public speaking speech. 

4KB Emily T. 
For being friendly and willing to support other students if they need help with 
their work in class. 

4TK Jenna T. For trying her best during Bike Ed. 

5OH John-Gilbert B. 
For making positive changes to the way you behave and work in the 
classroom- everyone has noticed. Keep it up! 

5GP Balram D. For his excellent public speaking and great manners. 

5SB Liza K. For her enthusiastic public speaking. 

5TW Michael H. For great voice projection in his public speaking. 

6AH Kathleen F. For excellent effort into the production of the musical banner. 

6GA Tim B. For his fantastic contributions to all discussions. 

6JC Cyrus K. For his consistent approach to all his work. 

6TS Riley S.  For his amazing improvement in his role as Mr Green in the School Musical. 

LOTE Joshua R (1CH) For always being a sensible and co-operative learner in LOTE. 

MUSIC Reuben T. (6JC) For his outstanding improvement on his character for the musical. 

ART Irina M. (4TK) For the fantastic job she did of her Puffling bird. 

PE Mitchell S. (4TK) For his outstanding performance in the 200m at District Athletics. 

 

 


