
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 07/09 – May 14, 2009 
 

DIARY DATES  

Friday 15th May 

Monday 18th May 

18th – 29th May 

Tuesday 19th May 

Wednesday 20th May 

25th – 29th May 

Monday 1st June 

 

National “Walk Safely to School” Day 

Celebrating Education Week and Open Day / Open Night 

Level 3 Swimming Commences 

District Cross Country 

School Council Meeting. 6:30 start with School Leaders 

Level 4 Camp 

Prep Information Night – 7:00pm 

Level 3 Richmond Footy Clinics 

Monday 8th June Queens Birthday Holiday 

Friday 12th June State-wide Assessment Day – Student Free Day 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
It has been a busy couple of weeks at Milgate 
Primary School with many interesting and 
engaging learning opportunities for the students. 
Last week the Prep students went to the 
Collingwood Children‟s Farm and fed the animals, 
milked a cow, saw the piglets, held the guinea pigs 
and learned about animals and farm life. The 
Level 3 students (Years 3 and 4) visited the 
Queen Victoria Market and enjoyed tasting various 
foods, learning about the foods and what happens 
at a market. Afterwards they enjoyed lunch at the 
park. This week the Level 2 students (Years 1 and 
2) are visiting the museum. The students in Years 
3 and 5 have been doing the English and Maths 
NAPLAN tests this week and these are conducted 
for all students across Australia in Years 3, 5, 7 
and 9. Next week the swimming program begins 
for Level 3 students. The District Cross Country 
competition is next Tuesday and we wish all the 
students the very best. The Level 4 students 
(Years 5 and 6) are looking forward to their camp 
at Coonawarra from Monday May 25 to Friday 
May 29. I am planning to go to the camp on the 
Tuesday and Wednesday.  
 
EDUCATION WEEK 
Next week is Education Week which is an 
opportunity to celebrate education and all the 
great learning programs and opportunities that 
students participate in everyday at school. On 
Monday it is „Open Day‟ both during the day (9am 
– 3:30pm and in the evening from 5:30pm –  

 
7:00pm. We are hoping to see many parents 
visiting the school and their children‟s 
classrooms. This is an opportunity for students 
to share their learning with their parents. We 
are fortunate to have Interactive Whiteboards 
in almost every classroom across the school 
and students will be able to show you how they 
use them at school. Other activities on Monday 
will be: school tours for prospective parents, 
Preps farm visit for pre-schoolers and story 
time, assembly led by the Prep students, an 
inquiry trail, choir performances, Year 3 drum 
group performance, barbecue and a table 
tennis demonstration. On Wednesday 
Grandparents and friends are invited to visit 
the classrooms and join in the classroom 
activities followed by a picnic outside and a 
choir performance 
in the stadium.  
 
Each class has 
been busy 
designing and 
working on a 
decorative banner 
with their class purpose statement. Students 
have designed and painted the banners – they 
look very impressive.  They will be presented 

at the assembly 
on Monday and 
then displayed 
in the school. 
Thank you to 



the teachers, students and Liz Barr who has co-
ordinated this project.  We hope to see many 
parents visiting the school and celebrating their 
child‟s learning achievements and education 
during the week.  
 
SCHOOL  SELF–EVALUATION / REVIEW 
Every four years schools have a review year when 
they review their last four year strategic plan. 2009 
is the review year for Milgate Primary School and 
we are currently reviewing our 2005 – 2009 
Strategic Plan. This involves staff analysing 
student achievement data; staff, student and 
parent surveys over the last four years and making 
comparisons, examining areas of success and 
areas for improvement. It is also a time to 
celebrate what has been achieved over the last 
four years. There will be focus groups for parents 
and students as part of this review process. 
We review the strategic plan through a self-
evaluation process in the following three areas: 

 Student Learning 
 Student Pathways and Transitions 
 Student Engagement and Wellbeing 

In each of the above areas the data is reviewed in 
line with the following questions: 

1. What student outcomes did we aim to 
achieve? 

2. What student outcomes did we achieve? 
3. Why did we achieve / not achieve improved 

student outcomes? 
4. How effectively did we manage the 

resources to support the achievement of 
improved student outcomes? 

5. What can we do in the future to continue to 
improve? 

An independent reviewer also analyses our data 
and the school programs and makes some 
observations / recommendations for the future. 
The reviewer then writes a report which is 
presented to staff and school council. From the 
recommendations of the review, the new strategic 
plan is written which sets the direction for the 
school and programs for the next four years. 
 

PARENT FOCUS GROUPS FOR THE 
SCHOOL SELF-EVALUATION 
We would like parent input to the self-
evaluation and plan to conduct some focus 
groups. This is an opportunity for parents to 
have input and to offer ideas, etc in answer to 
the following questions: 
What does our school do well? 
What would we like to see our school doing 
well in 5-10 years time? 
What are the things we need to work on in 
order to move from question 1 to 2? 
If you would like to participate in a parent focus 
group, please complete the tear off slip below 
and return to the school office. We will then let 
parents know the dates and times depending 
on the response. If you are unable to attend a 
focus group but would like to provide some 
ideas, you can e-mail them to the school e-mail 
address (milgate.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au) or 
send your ideas in writing to the school office. 
 
PUPIL FREE DAY – Friday 12th June 
Friday 12th June will be a pupil free day for all 
students in state schools. There will be no 
school for students on this day.  During the day 
the staff will be working on the school self-
evaluation as part of the school review. 
 
STUDENT REPORTS and PARENT / 
TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Teachers are currently working on student 
reports which will provide parents with a 
progress report on their child‟s learning. The 
student reports and portfolios will go home to 
parents on Friday 19th June.  Parent / teacher 
interviews will be conducted on Tuesday 23rd 
June (afternoon) and Wednesday 24th June 
(afternoon and evening). Notices will be sent 
home for parents to select times in the next 
few weeks. The interviews provide an 
opportunity for parents to discuss their child‟s 
learning with the teacher.  
 

Debbie Mierisch 
Principal                                                                                                

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PARENT FOCUS GROUPS  
I would like to participate in a Parent Focus Group for the school self-evaluation. 
I would prefer the following times: (tick preferred option/s) 

 Morning                            Afternoon                        Evening  
 
NAME: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Child / Children’s name and 
classes:__________________________________________________________________________

mailto:milgate.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


From the Office 
Another reminder that the EMA Cheques for 
1st Semester are still waiting to be collected 
from the office. Thank you. 
Janine Caudry 
Office Manager 
 
PE/Outdoor Learning Program  
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:   
Congratulations to the following students 
James L., Aaron C.  and Edward P.  who 
have been  successful in  making it through to 
the VPSSA Edebone Regional Football 
Championships which were held on Monday 
11th May at Carey Grammar Sports Complex. 
Well done boys on making it through to the 
Regional Round. It is a truly outstanding 
effort.  
Good luck to James L & Aaron C who have 
made it through to the next round of the State 

Football Trials which are to be held on 
Tuesday 26th May. Congratulations to the 
following students James L, Aaron C, Jake H 
& Romy C who have been successful in 
making tit through to the VPSSA Edebone 
Regional Basketball Championships which 
will be held on Tuesday 19th May at Bulleen 
Basketball Stadium. We wish them all the 
best at this competition. 
 
Australian Sports Camps are once again 
running holiday sports camps in the June/July 
holidays. If you are interested please contact: 
9754 4455 or  
www.australiansportscamps.com.au. 
 
INTERSCHOOL SPORT: The results from 
our 1st Round of Interschool Sport are listed 
below. The results from Round 2 will be in my 
next WHAM article. 

 

ROUND 1 ~ Thursday 7th May 

 GREEN TEAMS WHITE TEAMS 

 Milgate 
PS 

St 
Clements 

Milgate 
PS 

Andersons 
Creek PS 

Football Wash 
out 

Wash out Wash 
out 

Wash out 

Soccer Wash 
out 

Wash out Wash 
out 

Wash out 

Netball A Wash 
out 

Wash out Wash 
out 

Wash out 

Netball B Wash 
out 

Wash out  Didn‟t have a 
team 

Teeball Wash 
out 

Wash out  Didn‟t have a 
team 

Bat 
Tennis 

Wash 
out 

Wash out  Didn‟t have a 
team 

 
GO FOR YOUR LIFE:  On Friday 15th May 
we are participating as a school in the 
ñNational Walk Safely to School Dayò  
What this means for us at Milgate, is that I am 
encouraging as many students and parents to 
walk the whole or part of the way to school. It 
would be terrific to see as many students as 
possible involved in this program.  
For more information visit:  
www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au  
 
If you wish to know more about how you 
could help out with any aspect of the 
PE/Outdoor Learning Program, please 
contact James Will at school. 
 
James Will 
PE/Outdoor Learning Coodinator  
 

LOTE 
During the last school holidays, an Interactive 
Whiteboard was installed in the LOTE Room. 
I am very excited about using this amazing 
learning tool for all our students in LOTE 
learning.  We have started to explore and use 
the IWB during the past couple weeks.  
Students were fascinated about how much it 
assists us in learning Mandarin. They are well 
engaged and enjoy very much using  this new 
tool. 
 
Next Monday, the 18th May is our school 
Open Day. There will be a LOTE activity, 
table tennis from 5:30 to 6:40pm in the 
stadium. Please come and join us on the 
night.  
 
Wan-Ping Nixon 
LOTE Teacher 

http://www.australiansportscamps.com.au/
http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/


Level 2  
2SL made a Time 
Machine. I made the 
charger and I stuck it 
on. 
Written by Tobias 
Nash 

 

 
 

 
2SL made a Time Machine. We used lots of 
materials. We made on, off and invisible 
buttons. We had a good time. 
Written by Kishan G 
 

In 2SL we made a 
Time Machine. First 
we painted the Time 
Machine then we 
waited for the Time 
Machine to dry then 
we got in to groups. 
Each group had a 
side to stick the 
material on.  The 
Time Machine has 
taken us to lots of 
places.  Written by 
Maha E. 
 

 

Level 3 
Yesterday it was really exciting day because 
went to the Queen Victoria Market. First we 
went on the bus. My partner was Riley. Off 
the bus all stiff ready to meet our tour guide 
named Judy. Then we went to the Deli 
section. We saw lamb, salmon, bugs, crabs, 
squid and flake all chopped up. It smelled 
really fishy. Then we saw some bread from 
the bakery. The walls were cold because in 
the olden days the refrigerator wasn‟t made. 
At the cheese shop there were some really 
old cheeses. It was made into a bell and you 
could still eat it. We also looked in the bottle 
shops and lollie shops. Then we went to look 
at the healthy vegetables and fruits. There 
were oranges, apples, grapes, beans and 
capsicum. At the pet shop other people saw 
dogs, fish and birds. Lunch time had arrived. 
We went to flagstaff gardens. Then we went 
back to the pet shop. I saw dogs fighting, fish 
and birds. Then we went back to the bus and 
went to Milgate Primary School. 
By Daniel, 3JG. 
 

At the Queen Victoria Market we saw lots of 
meat in the Deli section. We even got to taste 
some ham, cabana and cheese. It was 
unbelievably nice. In the fruit section I saw 
lots of fruit like apples, bananas, egg plants, 
capsicums and lots more. After I went 
through the fruit we went to a lollie shop. It 
was unbelievable, extraordinarily spectacular. 
I thought I was dreaming because it was 
absolutely full of lollies. Next we went to have 
our snack in a food court. I took some photos 
of my friend Daniel, Michael, Henry and 
Harrison. After that we went to the pet shop. 
Then we had lunch. We drank some freshly 
squeezed juice. It was unbelievably fresh. 
Then we just walked around. This is all I can 
remember. By Lachlan, 3JG. 
 

 
 
On 7/5/09 we went to the Queen Victoria 
Market at 9:30am. When we got there we got 
into our groups. We took a long time to get 
into our groups.  
First our group went on a tour and got juice. 
The flavours were orange, pear, apple and 
watermelon.  
At the meat section we saw crocodile meat 
and kangaroo meat. We got to taste them. I 
tasted the kangaroo meat. It was very nice. 
Soon we ate our lunch in the park and went 
on the bus. The drive back was much faster 
than going to the Queen Victoria Market. I 
liked the Q.V.M. I might even go there again!  
By Lawrence, 3DM. 



Parents and Friends Update 
  

MOTHER'S DAY STALL 
We know the kids enjoyed picking their gift/s 
to make this a special day for all the mums, 
step-mums, grandmas, etc.  We hope you all 
had a wonderful Mother's Day last Sunday!   
  
A huge THANK YOU to all our helpers who 
gave up their time to wrap, stock, sell and 
clean-up for the Mother's Day stalls.  It was 
great to meet some more of the Milgate 
Mums - we all had a chat and enjoyed 
ourselves too. 
  
SCHOOL DISCO 
The much anticipated school disco is coming 
in June .... Thursday 25th June.  Put it in 
your diary now because the kids won't want 
to miss this one!  A flyer will be sent home in 
the first week of June with all the details. 
  

 
 
NEXT P&F MEETING 
We will now hold all our meetings on the 3rd 
Friday of each month.  So our next meeting is 
on Friday 19th June at 1:50pm in the 
Community Room.  You don't have to be a 
member to attend our meetings, just come 
along and join us ... have a voice in what 
happens here at Milgate!  Please remember 
to sign-in at the office first.  Toddlers are 
always welcome. 
  
Many thanks, 
Parents & Friends 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Please see our Community Noticeboard (located outside the Art room) for any interesting 
community events.  The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not endorse the 
products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of 
Education and Training (DET) or Milgate Primary School Council for accuracy of information 
contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
 

 
Parent Educators Network – Eastern Region “Working with Fathers” 
Term 2, 2009: May 26th, 1:30-4:00pm. This session is a focus group that builds on the work stared 
in Term 1‟s very successful PEN session – “What about Men?”. Meet with a panel of strong 
experienced male leaders who work with fathers to hear about their services, discuss issues 
relating to fathering, how to engage with fathers, gaps in services and opportunities to work 
together. 
The Hall, Anglicare Victoria, Croydon Site, 22 Croydon Rd., Croydon. Bookings essential:  
Ph 9721 3646. 
 
The Horseman From Snowy River – Australian Outback Extravaganza 
Jump aboard the ride of your life when the true Australian Outback comes to Templestowe from 
Friday 8th May to Sunday 31st May. 
Performances: Friday 8pm, Saturday 8pm, Sunday 11am & 4pm (no 4pm show 31st May). 
If you choose one special event to go to each year, The Horseman from Snowy River is the one 
that will live on in your memory forever as a great night out. 
www.thehorsemanfromsnowyriver.com.au. Freecall 1300 365 700 
 
 

http://www.thehorsemanfromsnowyriver.com.au/


 

MILGATE ACHIEVERS                                          Week Ending 1st May 2009 

PJP Genevieve L For contributing so much to our class this year. 

PLM Ethan G For his willingness to assist other students in the class. 

PPK Emily X For having a try and a go as well as participating in class discussions. 

PPM Sohela L For always being polite and friendly. 

1CH Joshua C For his creativity when constructing cubes. 

1KG Benjamin A For his neat and careful handwriting. 

1LS Jordan For trying and working hard with “ow” words. 

2KW Bronte C For her enthusiasm and love for learning. 

2SL Jen W For displaying terrific knowledge with our 3D shapes. 

2WH Tanya C For challenging herself to learn to spell difficult words. 

34H Tom C For being an enthusiastic worker and completing all tasks. 

3DM Firdaus Z For his enthusiastic approach to his work and for being a considerate listener. 

3JG Lachlan D For his friendly and reliable behaviour to all class members. 

3MN Avishay R. For displaying such determination at cross country. 

4CJ Anneleise T For displaying excellent co-operative skills. 

4KB Ashleigh C For listening really carefully and working quietly at her table. 

4TK Laura S For her outstanding organisation for her VIP presentation. 

5AA Tanya C 
For persistence with a difficult homework task as well and excellent 
organisational skills. 

5GP Emily L For a great poster on Scotland and excellent manners. 

5SE Daniel W For positive leadership and lunchtime guitar playing. 

5TW Laura C For always trying her best. 

6AH Chantelle For fitting in so well in our class.  Welcome to Milgate PS. 

6GA Daniel M For his great work and positive attitude. 

6JA Stephanie G For trying hard in all her work. 

6TS Marie K For showing extra care to someone who needed it. 

LOTE Liv P (4CJ) For always trying her best in LOTE. 

MUSIC Ethan C (4TK) 
For showing commitment and focus in music and producing some great 
recorder playing. 

ART Kevin (2SL) For always being an enthusiastic worker and fantastic cleaner in the Art room. 

PE Riley T (3JG) For a terrific performance at house cross country. 

 

 



MILGATE ACHIEVERS                                          Week Ending 8th May 2009 

PJP Arnold B. For being such a co-operative member of the class. 

PLM Edward L. 
For making an effort to contribute to class discussions and interacting with his 
peers. 

PPK Antonio L. For always having a try and a go with all his work. 

PPM Jax M. For an excellent effort with his work this week! 

1CH Hamza N. For his excellent work in maths. 

1KG Lizzy T. For being a compassionate and caring class mate. 

1LS Briana F. 
For choosing to complete work during Friday Fun. Congratulations for working 
so hard in school. 

2KW Adam P. For his sensational manners and enthusiasm to learn. 

2SL Tobias N. “What‟s the time Tobias?” – Terrific time skills. 

2WH Ayaan R. For working very hard to improve his reading. 

34H Callan M. For being a caring and friendly classmate. 

3DM Simon L. For being an active participant on our excursion to the Queen Vic Market. 

3JG Harrison F. For his great efforts in writing a report about the Level 3 excursion. 

3MN Ersin K. For his focus, curiosity and thinking on the excursion. 

4CJ Jessica Y. For her enthusiastic participation during our maths sessions. 

4KB Thomas X. For persevering with his reading.  

4TK Teagan H. For showing great resilience this week. 

5AA Tim S. For outstanding work. 

5GP Andrew D. For an excellent poster on Ireland and good manners. 

5SE Harry P. For showing great dedication to his work. 

5TW Ian W. 
For his great selection each week of his Current Affairs article and its 
confident delivery to the class. 

6AH Aaron C. For very good participation during class discussions. 

6GA Joshua J. For his great contributions to class. 

6JA Carly F. For being a quiet but very good achiever. 

6TS Samuel B. 
For his drawing of our class symbol and for being an enthusiastic learner all 
week. 

LOTE Wilson S. (6AH) For an excellent project on food. 

MUSIC Daniel W.  (5SE) For having the courage to sing and play guitar at assembly spontaneously. 

ART 5TW For working very productively, listening well and cleaning up fantastically. 

PE Jax M. For an outstanding performance in PE. 

 
 


